Enzios house ls just a few dears down, a rwo-family brick job. Enzio no
longer rents aus the downstairs He tried about fifteen years ago and got
it 2 bad situation with 2 bunch of gypsies. A Churistnas weeath still bungs
on the front doar of the upsmis aparrmenr, which is whese he Hves. An
Italian fag dangles from a pole rigged on the ledge of 2 third-foor windaw.
The flag & weathes-bitten, ragrad, The Vigin Mary in the front vard las 2
chipped nose. Nexrro her iz a flzrrencd garden thar died with Maria, Enzio's
near-mint 192 Chevy Tmpalz, driven sparingly, is under a blue carp in the
driveway,

They climb the share srireise up o the secend floor enrrancee. Ervio
Tezves his whute Fikas on a mat oatside and asks Rema to take off her shoes

“Reaally:” she sy

“ care abour the carpers”

She nudges her feet out of her whute Keds and kicks them onto the mat
next 1o Enzio’s sneakers, All chese years, she's never teen in his howse. Noc
ance. Not for eoffee with Maria. Noe anything,.

It's exaaly what she magines. Lotally lrom the past green shag rag that’s
still in decent shape, plastic on the zofa. Elaborate vases Paintings of vinc-
yaxds and poscers of Jesus on the walls. There’s 2 heavy glass cigar asht=ay on
a volles table covered in Lace doalies and the sanell of bad cologae in dwe air,
The anly thing cur of plice is the big-screca TV in the living room.

"You like the TV Eazio says, noticing ner roticing it

*14’s big," she says,

“Sixty inches. Pictare’s grest. Like having the mavies in your honse *

"I dea'e get these big TVs. Give me a listle TV. That's fine. Why do I nzed
tw ol like Uen ing cheater?™

“T'11 showw you the pictare after. Yon'll be impressed ™

Rema follows him into the krchen. She takes 2 sear av the able. Irs
Farmicu, the top patrerned with whire and gold boosmenmng:. A btk oker
stands clone in the micdle of the rable, a hulking ring of kevs smked 120unc
ir. She looks over ar the refragerator. No pactures, no magness, Dircy dsshes
are toppled in the sinke Empry pizza boses are stacked on wep of the dish
drain.

Enzio motions 1z the boxes and savs, "The bachelors e He digs 1ound
uker e sk and comes out with & dwsty magaun of wane, Tle stips away
the seal, humming, 19¢ uses a carkscnew key to vank the cork. He fills 2
coaple of juce gheses, their lowered zides Tacad with sonny Dugerprints,
and gives one w ker

“Thanks,” Rena saye, Liting the ghass up o e imese and cking a whilll

“Larry does a grear job with tls,” Erzio zavs “He miakes It down in
s basement. 1 used womake it like that, buc T got key, Hes devoted.” He
comes aver and sl aerass friom her ar the mab’z, eaching ovr w clink her
gliss, * Satuie”

Rena docsn't efink back. She sips the wine, It's fro‘ry and heavy

“The good snaff, cght?* Enzic says.

“Not bad,” she savz

“Not pad, my ass.” He takes a loog shug. “You want a cookie? What kind?
Savodardi® Yom've 2 savolandi giel, Fean well”

“I'm good,”

“Come on, have 3 ccokie.” He gers up and opens the refri geearor. The
white box of cookics s on the top shelf, wrapped carcfully in a plastic Fas-
tosi bag. Keeping cookies in the refrigemator was o big pe-no for Vie,

“T'm good.”

“You sure? ' having one.” He peeds back the plastic. opens the bax, and
takes out a seeded cookie, [le mundhes on ity cuppang his palm wnder his
mauth ta carch the crembs. “I'm lonedy eatirg this done. Hae ane

“T'd appreciane it il youd quit with the coukics, 1 wam one, you'll be the

first ta know

William Boyd, 4 Friend Is a Gift You Give Yourself (2018)



